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RECORDER 
Name: Jenna Brannaman 

Cell Phone: (319) 558-6811 

Year: 2nd Year 

 

 

Please answer the following questions 
 

1. Why do you want to serve in this position? 

 

 Student Senate is an essential organization on campus and with two years 

of experiencing all things Senate, I wish to continue serving the student body and 

building this incredible institution through the works of Student Senate. I want to 

peruse the position of the Student Body Recorder again as I truly enjoy working 

with the executive team, the senators, and our constituents each and every day. I 

believe my strong capabilities and experience, not only in this specific position, 

but in organization, planning, and communication would be excellent for the 

position of recorder. I aim to continue building the high level of transparency we 

have between faculty, staff, senate, and students.  

 

2. Name significant activities, organizations, or work experiences you have taken part in 

while at Wartburg College. Briefly describe your personal contribution to each 

activity/experience. 

 

 This past year I have been able to serve as the Student Body Recorder. 

This position allows me to not only serve our constituents, it has also allowed me 

to grow relationships with many faculty and staff members that I get the 

opportunity work with. By efficiently editing, completing, and sending the weekly 

Senate minutes and newsletters, I am able to strengthen the transparency and 

communication the Student Senate has across campus. I also advise the Political 

Action Committee, sit on the Leadership Education & Service 

Committee/Leadership Working Group, as well as conduct biweekly meetings 

with Vice-President for Institutional Advancement, Scott Leisinger.  
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 I work roughly eight hours under Kristin Teig-Torres in the Office of 

Student Life and Center for Community Engagement. From working front desk, I 

interact with students on a daily basis by collecting various applications, directing 

students to staff members, and answering any questions students may have to the 

best of my ability. When not working front desk, I am often evaluating service-

learning, organizing poverty simulations, and working to enhance student life 

projects.   

 I am a member of both the Wartburg Symphonic Band and the St. 

Elizabeth Chorale. With roughly 5-6 hours spent in rehearsal each week, rehearsal 

time is used for me to pursue my passion for music, build relationships with other 

members, and enjoy time in a different academic setting. I challenge myself to 

bring my best effort, mentality, and energy to each and every rehearsal for both 

band and choir. In addition to rehearsals, I take saxophone lessons and participate 

in saxophone studio.  

 Growing up with a very strong faith and involvement in my church, I 

jumped right into the Catholic Knights organization. This past year, I have served 

as the Vice President. My duties include sending emails, setting up volunteer lists, 

and completing publicity projects for any upcoming events.  This group conducts 

on-campus masses, bible studies, rosary readings, and activity nights.  

 I recently joined the Homecoming Committee this past fall and I served as 

a member of the publicity team. My involvement with this organization has 

allowed me to put my public relations skills and knowledge to work by designing 

materials, organizing a marketing/media plan, and running the social media 

accounts.  

 With a strong interest in leadership, I was named a Baldwin Fellow and 

will be attending the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO for a 

leadership conference in late February with three other recipients. All fellows are 

then challenged to plan, organize, and implement a project here on campus and/or 

in the community throughout their final two years on campus.   

  

 

3. Discuss how you plan to balance your commitments (academics, extra-curricular 

activities, jobs, etc.) if elected as Student Body Recorder. 

 

 Yes, there are only 24 hours in a day but I surely strive on a busy and 

demanding schedule. Time management is truly one of my strong suits and as 

Student Body Recorder I will use that skill, along with many others, to my 

advantage and for the Student Senate as I have done in the position this year. 

Managing my time and prioritizing is very important when being so involved and 

as recorder I will surely focus on the timeliness of completing minutes, sending 
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out emails, etc. Another crucial factor is communication. I will communicate my 

schedule and involvement with the rest of the executive team.  

 

4. What do you see as the recorder’s most important role? 

 

 Many responsibilities come with holding the position of Student Body 

Recorder but ultimately I have learned this past year that being a dependable 

communicator as the most important role. He/she is the person responsible for 

what full senate discusses and how that information is being released to the 

senator’s constituents, the students of the campus. It’s crucial for the recorder to 

be taking accurate and thorough minutes during all meetings, keep track of 

attendance between full senate and committee meetings, and encourage 

transparency throughout the campus. 

 

5. What goals do you have for this position? 

  

 The Student Body Recorder is crucial for the overall success of the 

organization’s communication. If elected, my goal for this position would be to 

strengthen the organization of the records regarding the duties of each executive 

member, all senate meetings/events, and historical documents in order to ease the 

transition between the academic year and the new executive teams.  

 

6. Describe in detail the vision and goals you have for the future of the Wartburg College 

Student Senate, the Student Body, and Wartburg College as a whole?  

   

  The future of Student Senate, the Student Body, and Wartburg College as 

a whole is very bright. For Student Senate, I hope to create more interest, 

excitement, and passion of current senators and even those not specifically a 

member of Senate. Student Senate is an organization that can appeal to a variety 

of people and the Student Body should be more knowledgeable about all that 

Senate does. From Student Relations Committee’s hall improvements to Budget 

Review Committee’s collection of allocations, many students across campus are 

unaware of all events, activities, and coordination that occurs within full Senate 

meetings, committee meetings, etc. My goal for Student Senate and the Student 

Body is to continue to build a relationship and a community not only internally, 

amongst the Senators, but also internally, with the students, staff, faculty, and 

alumni of Wartburg College. Finally, Wartburg College as a whole has had great 

success but there is always room for improvement. My vision for Wartburg 

College is to continue building the name and legacy we have as an institution, 

continue sharing the stories and experiences of alumni, and continue improving 

the overall appeal of our campus and student life. It’s clear the Wartburg Student 



Applications are due to naomi.alene@wartburg.edu 

by 4:00 PM on Thursday, Feb. 1st.  
 

Senate, Student Body, and the institution as a whole is strong already but with 

these visions and goals, all three can grow to be even more appealing and 

“#worthit”.  

 

7. The recorder is responsible for being the direct link of communication between Student 

Senate and the Wartburg Community. What unique qualities and skills would you offer to 

the position of recorder? 

 

 Being a direct link of communication is not a task to be taken lightly. It is 

a crucial aspect of Student Senate and our Wartburg Community overall. In the 

position of recorder, I would surely continue the high level of communication 

but I would like to build and improve that direct link. As mentioned before, I am 

passionate about all things senate and all that senate stands for. With such a 

passion, I truly believe Student Senate’s direct link can be grown immensely. I 

look forward to sharing such a passion and using my skills of brainstorming and 

teamwork with executive team members to improve communication across 

campus together, as an executive team. In addition to my qualities of passion, 

brainstorming, and teamwork, my wide variety of involvement across campus 

will only be the start of increasing communication, connections, and information 

across the Wartburg College campus.  

 

  

8. If elected, how will you evaluate your development as an effective servant leader? 

 

 If elected Student Body Recorder, I will certainly continue to hold myself 

to a high standard to ensure I am fulfilling my role, doing my absolute best, and 

that I am being an effective servant leader from the start. As the 2018-2019 

academic year goes on, I will be sure to evaluate myself as the Student Body 

Recorder, an executive team member, and being an effective servant leader for 

the organization. That process will be completed by receiving feedback from 

executive, cabinet, and full senate members. Their comments and input will be 

taken into great consideration. I will also take a step back and personally 

evaluate how I am doing in my roles. With all the feedback, input, and comments 

received, I will challenge myself and find ways to become an even more 

effective servant leader in all my roles, positions, and responsibilities.  

 

 

AGREEMENT WAIVER – Must be signed in order to be considered a viable candidate.  
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RECORDER: 

I, Jenna Brannaman, hereby authorize and consent to the release of my records to the elections 

officials in order to confirm eligibility for office with the Registrar.  This shall include my GPA, 

Major, Confirmation of Enrollment, and Contact Information from Wartburg College in order to 

participate in the Student Body Executive Elections. My signature also authorizes this 

application to be made public to further the decision making made by the students of Wartburg 

College (published without the cell phone number).  

 

SIGNATURE:  Jenna Brannaman     DATE:  1/30/2018 

 

 


